
          
    
 #2015-61 

Willow Creek Church Conceptual 
           Project Review for Planning and Zoning Commission 

     
 
Meeting Date:  December 2, 2015 
 
Request: Conceptual review for the Willow Creek Church. 

 
Location: 100 South Main Street 
 
Acreage: Approximately 25 acres 
 
Zoning: M Manufacturing 
 
Surrounding Properties: North: M Manufacturing  

South: M-PUD Manufacturing (G and M Manufacturing) 
 East: M Manufacturing 
 West: B-4 Downtown Commercial 

  
Staff Contact:   Elizabeth Maxwell (815.356.3615) 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background:    

• The property is the existing University Center.  

• Over the past several years, numerous zoning requests and occupancies have been 
granted for a variety of tenants for the building, including the UNE church, the 
Friendship House daycare, temporary vehicle storage for Brilliance Honda, and a teen 
center. 

• The petitioner is requesting a Conceptual review for the Willow Creek Church primarily 
to get some feedback on the architectural design of the building before drafting the 
architectural plans. 

 
Development Analysis:  
Land Use/Zoning 

• The site is currently zoned M Manufacturing.  The principal use of a Religious 
Organization is a Special Use in the M Zoning District.  The petitioner would apply for a 
Special Use Permit.   

• The current land use is Mixed Use.  This site is also within the Crystal Lake Avenue and 
Main Street TIF District.  The TIF redevelopment plan calls for Mixed Use. 

 



100 South Main Street Willow Creek Church            December 2, 2015 
Conceptual  
 
 

 
 

2 

 
Site Layout 

• A traffic study is currently underway to determine the location of the curb cuts along 
Crystal Lake Avenue and Main Street. 

• The building remains in the same location and some modifications to the exterior would 
take place in later phases. 

 
Building Elevations 

• The majority of the building structure would remain intact.  Three main areas, the Worship 
Center, Elevate / Impact and the Family Center would have a raised roof.  This would 
provide openness to the inside of the building in these areas, as well as, add interest to the 
façade to break up the roof line. 

• When the front corner of the building is removed, a circular multi-purpose room would be 
added.  Also, in this area, the structural steel from the building would remain and act as a 
decorative pergola. 

• Also, along the front, the family center would have a new wall constructed of glass to 
create a much more open and welcoming feel to the front of the building.   

• One of the main design objectives is to provide a building that is welcoming to the general 
public. 

• The new glass and steel elements are not typical of other buildings in or near the downtown 
area.  One of the questions that the church is seeking feedback on is whether or not the 
proposed style of architecture is appropriate for this area of Crystal Lake. 

 
Landscape 

• The petitioner plans to add some landscape around the perimeter of the building and 
wherever possible in the existing parking lots. 

• When the front parking area is removed significant exterior improvements are planned 
including a splash park, amphitheater, outdoor plaza, paths and other landscape 
improvements. 

 
Parking 

• The site has a significant amount of on-site parking.  When more detailed floor plans are 
received, staff can calculate the parking for the church use and all proposed ancillary uses. 

• One of the parking areas in front of the building would be removed as part of the later 
phases to add more open green space to the site. 
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Planning and Zoning Commission Discussion:
 

  

The following comments are for discussion and consideration in future submittals: 
 

 
1. Are there any comments with the phased approach to the building improvements? 

 
2. The proposed architecture is very modern.  Are there any comments on the architectural 

design of the building?   
 

3. Would the church’s plan to redevelop the subject property be compatible with the 
surrounding areas?  Would the redevelopment help lead future development in the area. 
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