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Wetland & Wetland Buffer Easement Provisions

For easements required per City Code.
These sample easement provisions are provided for information only.  It is the owner’s responsibility to include the easement provisions, as necessary, to apply to his/her specific project.  The easement provision language shall be incorporated into the plat, covenants for the homeowner’s association and/or buyer acknowledgement forms, as applicable or required by the City of Crystal Lake.

Should any changes be made to the sample below, track changes must be utilized in a Word document showing the proposed changes for City review and approval.
Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement:  Each individual entity or other party accepting title to all or any part of the Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement shall conclusively be deemed to have covenanted and agreed, jointly and severally, to:

i. Care for and maintain the surface of that portion of the Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement which is located on such party’s property as a well-landscaped, high quality parcel (which maintenance shall include, but shall not be limited to, the regular seeding, watering and mowing of all lawns), and
ii. The Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement area shall be vegetated by a predominance of native plant species (>60%). Native is defined as species with a local (northern Illinois) genotype.

Protection of the Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following:

i. Pesticides and fertilizers shall be used sparingly, if at all.  If pesticides or fertilizers are applied, their application shall be in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations. Fertilizers shall be slow release, granular, or organic.
ii. Yard waste, leaves, grass cuttings and other debris are not to be disposed of within the Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement.  Yard debris shall be collected and disposed of properly off site. 
iii. Piles of dirt, mulch or other construction materials are not allowed within the Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement.  Any material stockpiled on privately owned lots outside the Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement shall be covered to prevent pollutants from blowing or washing into the Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement and adjacent wetlands.

No titleholder of any part or portion of the Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement (or any party acting on behalf of the titleholder) shall:
i. Install, construct, erect, place or plant any building, structures, improvements or vegetation (other than grass, native plant species or City approved plantings) upon the Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement, including but not limited to, walls, patios, decks, sheds, posts, trees, plants or shrubbery, except as shown on the approved landscape plan, or
ii. Alter, modify or change in any way the topography or elevations of the Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement, or

iii. Alter, modify, or change in any way the topography, elevations or established drainage pattern from or over the Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement.

Fences are allowed within the Wetland and Wetland Buffer Easement subject to the ordinances of the City of Crystal Lake and approval of the Association.

In the event of multiple or overlapping easements, the most restrictive easement provisions shall apply.

This easement area is subject to the rules and regulations of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) or the City of Crystal Lake, as determined by the USACOE.

