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Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87035689325?pwd=dW00c1dUSTQ1UjRtRGRjKzIwUEJWZz09 

 
Meeting ID: 870 3568 9325 
Password: 118933 
 
Dial by your location     +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kigfsBYT3 
 
 
 

#2020-39 

City of Crystal Lake 
Planning and Zoning Commission Public Hearing 

 

Meeting Date: May 6, 2020 
 
Request: Amend the Special Use Permit criteria to add a restriction on the 

number of SUPs that can be issued and in use at any one time. 
 
Staff Contact: Elizabeth Maxwell, 815-356-3605   
 

 
Background: 

 October 1, 2019, the City Council approved a text amendment to allow a Cannabis 
Dispensary as a Special Use in the B-2 zoning district.  

 The special use criteria required buffers from certain uses like daycares, schools, and parks.  
They also regulated hours of operation, signage, prohibition of on-site consumption and other 
State regulations. 

 The criteria did not limit the number of Special Uses that could be approved.  In reviewing 
other approvals, the majority of other communities have set a limit on the number of 
dispensaries in their community. 

 This request is to add a criterion to the list, which would limit the number of Special Use 
Permits to a maximum of two at any one time. 
 

The following is the proposed amendments to the various UDO sections. 

Article 2  

2-400-76 

Cannabis Dispensary.  All cannabis dispensaries must comply with the following standards: 

a. Minimum required buffer from protected uses: 
(i) A Cannabis Dispensary may not be located within 1,000 feet of the property line of a 

pre-existing public or private nursery school, preschool, primary or secondary school, 
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day care center, or residential care home. Learning centers and vocational/trade centers 
shall not be classified as a public or private school for purposes of this Section.    

(ii) A Cannabis Dispensary may not be located within 1,000 feet of the property line of an 
existing religious establishment, parks and open space, library, or recovery home.  

(iii) A Cannabis Dispensary may not be located within 250 feet of residentially zoned 
property.  

(iv) For the purposes of this section, distances shall be measured in a straight line, without 
regard to intervening structures or objects, from the nearest point on the property of the 
lot on which an applicable Cannabis Dispensary is located to the nearest point on a 
property line of any protected use.  

(v) Summary of Buffer Requirements:  
 

           Use    Required Buffer 
Schools   500 feet 
Childcare   500 feet 
Religious Establishment 500 feet 
Residentially zoned property 250 feet 
Parks and Open Space  500 feet 
Library   500 feet 
Recovery Home  500 feet 

  

b. Single-Use Site: A Cannabis Dispensary shall be the sole principal use of the zoning lot on 
which it is located, and at least 75% of the floor area of any building space occupied by a 
Cannabis Dispensary shall be devoted to the activities of the Cannabis Dispensary as 
authorized by the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act. Sale of food for on-premises consumption 
shall not be allowed as an accessory use or activity to a Cannabis Dispensary. 
 

c. A Cannabis Dispensary may not conduct any sales or distribution of cannabis other than as 
authorized by the Act. 
 

d. Exterior Display: A Cannabis Dispensary shall be maintained or operated in a manner that the 
public viewing of cannabis, cannabis products, cannabis paraphernalia or similar products from 
any sidewalk, public or private right-of-way or from outside of the cannabis dispensing 
organization is not allowed. 
 

e. Hours of Operations: Hours of operation are limited to between 6:00am and 10:00pm. 
 

f. Environmental: Emission of dust, fumes, vapors, or odors in a manner that impacts neighboring 
premises or properties or any public property or right-of-way shall be prohibited.  
 

g. Signage: Electronic Message Center signs are not permitted for a Cannabis Dispensary.  No 
cannabis leaf or bud image may be used in promotional signage for the Dispensary. 
 

h. State Requirements: The Cannabis Dispensary must comply with all applicable provisions of 
the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act, 410 ILCS 705/1 et seq., as may be revised or amended 
from time to time. 
 

i. All hazardous waste and cannabis waste shall be disposed of in accordance with the provisions 
of the statutes of the State of Illinois and ordinances of the City of Crystal Lake. 
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j. On-Premises Consumption: It shall be prohibited to consume cannabis products in a Cannabis 
Dispensary or anywhere on the site occupied by a dispensary. 
 

k. Maximum Number of Cannabis Dispensaries: Not more than two (2) Cannabis 
Dispensaries shall be authorized to operate within the City at any one time. 

 

Recommendation:  

Amend the Special Use Permit criteria to limit the number of SUPs that can be issued to a maximum of 
two in operation at any one time. 
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