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Municipal Utility Easement (MUE) Provisions

Required when a publically owned or maintained utility exists                                          on private property and must be 20 feet wide if not immediately accessible from a public right-of-way. 

It is the owner’s responsibility to include the easement provisions, as necessary, to apply to the specific project. Should any changes be made to the sample below, track changes must be utilized in a Word document showing the proposed changes for City review and approval.
Municipal Utility Easement (MUE): An easement for serving the subdivision and other property with domestic water, sanitary sewer and stormwater drainage is hereby reserved for and granted to the City of Crystal Lake, Illinois, their successors and assigns, to install, operate, maintain, relocate, renew and remove facilities used in connection with sewer and water mains, in, under, across, along, and upon the surface of the property shown on the plat within the areas marked as “Municipal Utility Easement” (MUE) and those parts designated on the plat as dedicated for public street, together with the right to cut, trim, or remove trees, bushes, and roots as may be reasonably required incident to the rights herein given, and the right to enter upon the property for all such purposes. 
Each individual entity or other party accepting title to all or any part of the Municipal Utility Easement (MUE) shall conclusively be deemed to have covenanted and agreed, jointly and severally, to:

i. The surface of the MUE may be grass, sod, or pavement to allow for driveways or parking. Minor landscaping as shown on the approved landscape plan may be permitted.   
ii. Care for and maintain the surface of that portion of the MUE which is located on such party’s property so that it is in good condition for its intended purpose as a MUE which maintenance may include, but shall not be limited to, the regular seeding, watering and mowing of all lawns or pavement restoration.
No titleholder of any part or portion of the MUE (or any party acting on behalf of the titleholder) shall:

iii. Install, construct, erect, place or plant any building, structures, improvements or vegetation (other than grass or City approved plantings) upon the MUE, including, but not limited to fences, walls, patios, sheds, posts, trees, plants or shrubbery, except as shown on the approved landscape plan, or

iv. Alter, modify or change in any way the topography or elevations of the MUE.
The City shall maintain the sewer and water mains located within the MUE up to and including the shut off valves, the manholes, fire hydrants and the sanitary sewer main, but not including the service connections and laterals (referred to as the “System”). The City’s duties will include all necessary work up to and including the backfill stage in the event of repair and replacement work on the System.  
Each individual entity or other party accepting title to all or any part of the MUE will be responsible for prompt, quality restoration of all surface and above-grade improvements meeting or exceeding the original construction requirements of all areas in the MUE that were damaged by the City in the process of repairing, replacing or constructing the System. The City agrees to exercise reasonable care in repairs made so as not to cause unnecessary damages. 

The MUE is exclusive of any other blanket easement on the property.
