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CITY OF CRYSTAL LAKE 

AGENDA  
CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
City of Crystal Lake 

100 West Woodstock Street, Crystal Lake, IL  
City Council Chambers 

November 3, 2020 
7:00 p.m.  

 
 

1. Call to Order   

 
2. Roll Call 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
4. Approval of Minutes – October 20, 2020 City Council Meeting  

 
5. Accounts Payable  

 
6. Public Presentation 

The public is invited to make an issue oriented comment on any matter of public concern not otherwise on the agenda. The 
public comment may be no longer than 5 minutes in duration. Interrogation of the City staff, Mayor or City Council will not 
be allowed at this time, nor will any comment from the Council. Personal invectives against City staff or elected officials are 
not permitted. 

 
7. Acting Mayor's Report   

  
8.           City Council Reports 

 
9. Consent Agenda  
 a.  Approved Financial Institutions and Signatories 

  

10. Liquor Code Changes and Class 20 Temporary Liquor License Request from St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church 

 

11.  Talcott Glen Conversion of Yield Signs to Stop Signs 

 

12. Ashton Pointe Subdivision Speed Limit Reduction 

 

13. State of Illinois Joint Purchase Contract for Public Safety Vehicle Mobile Data Computers 

 

14. Midwestern Higher Education Compact Cooperative Purchasing Program for Desktop and Laptop Computers  
 

15. Bid Award – Clear Southern Rock Salt 

 

16.  Bid Award – Tree Pruning Services Contract  

 

17. Bid Award - Municipal Complex Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Improvements Project Contract  

 

18. Bid Award – Lift Station #22 Generator Replacement Project Contract 

 

19. Impacted Business Relief Program and Business Transition Grant Program Budget Amendment 
    

20. Council Inquiries and Requests   
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21. Adjourn to Executive Session for the purpose of discussing matters of pending and probable litigation, the sale, purchase 

or lease of real property, collective bargaining and personnel  

 

22.                             Reconvene to Regular Session 

 

23.         Adjourn 

  
 

If special assistance is needed in order to participate in a City of Crystal Lake public meeting, please contact Melanie Nebel, 
 Executive Assistant, at 815-459-2020, at least 24 hours prior to the meeting, if possible, to make arrangements.  
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City Council 

Agenda Supplement 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Meeting Date: November 3, 2020 
 

Item: Budget Amendment for Impacted Business Relief Grant Program and 

Amendment to the Business Transition Grant Program to allow for 

additional qualifying expenditures. 

 

Staff recommendation: Motion to amend the 2020/2021 Annual City Budget in the amount 

of $750,000 and to adopt Ordinances amending the budget, creating 

the Impacted Business Relief Grant Program and amending the 

Business Transition Grant Program for expanded reimbursable 

expenses. 

 

Staff Contact: Jodie Hartman, Director of Finance 

 Michelle Rentzsch, Director of Community Development 
 Heather Maieritsch, Economic Development Manager 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background:  

Impacted Business Relief Grant 

The City has applied for the Local Coronavirus Urgent Remediation Emergency (CURE) & Economic 

Support Payments Grants (ESPG) Program provided by the State of Illinois through the Department of 

Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO). The City has applied for $600,000 in funds through 

the ESPG Program that would be administered by the City to businesses that have been severely 

affected by the pandemic. The City would contribute $150,000 to this Program. In total, the proposed 

Impacted Business Relief Grant would offer up to $750,000 to qualifying Crystal Lake businesses. 

 

Grant award parameters: 

 

 Must be a tax generating business with sales up to $4 million. 

 Business must generate walk-in traffic. 

 Franchise businesses, home-based businesses, home occupation businesses and businesses with 

more than 3 business units do not qualify. 

 Any prior recipients of the State’s Business Interruption Grant (BIG) are ineligible. 

 

Program details 

The City will be selecting business participants on a first-come, first-serve basis within an application 

period and determining award amounts by need, based on the percentage of revenue-loss experienced 

from March 1 through October 1, 2020, as compared to the same time period in 2019. Any newly 

established business that opened this year, that would otherwise qualify, would be allowed to submit 
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for the lower tier if no other comparable data is available. Businesses that qualify would be awarded a 

one-time grant.  

 

Grant funds would be distributed based on the following formula: 

 

Businesses that experienced a less than a 50% loss would be awarded $5,000,  

Businesses that experienced a 50%-75% loss would be awarded $10,000, and 

Businesses that experienced greater than a 75% loss would be eligible to receive $15,000 

 

 

Business Transition Grant Program Amendment 

On May 4, 2010, the City Council approved an Ordinance establishing a Retailer Façade and 

Commercial Tenant Improvement and a Manufacturer Building Improvement and Equipment matching 

grant program that has been utilized since its adoption to help starting retailers and manufacturers 

cover their costs for establishing a business in the community.  

 

The City budgeted $80,000 for the grant programs for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. After one $10,000 

manufacturing grant was awarded to Autotrol earlier in the year, on May 27, 2020, the City Council 

approved to retool the remaining $70,000 available funds into a COVID-19 Business Transition Grant 

Program for sales tax generating businesses to help them transition their businesses to meet the 

physical distancing and sanitation standards for reopening. Under this current program, 17 businesses 

have applied and received up to a $1,000 grant. Currently, these businesses have been awarded 

$15,794 to date but the businesses can submit additional receipts until they reach the $1,000 maximum 

per business. $54,206 unallocated funds remain in this Grant Program.  

 

The City of Crystal Lake is home to approximately 2,000 industrial, commercial, and office 

businesses, including:  

45 small retail businesses 

14 salons 

21 fitness and healthcare businesses 

82 locally owned restaurants (non-franchise or chain) 

 

COVID-19 has negatively impacted our business community and those hardest hit by the impacts of 

the pandemic have been small retail and particularly restaurant businesses.  Local businesses help 

create jobs, boost the economy and enhance the community; these grant funds help offset the costs of 

adapting businesses to meet the unexpected needs of the COVID 19 pandemic. 

 

This proposed program enhancement would further enable the City to provide its financial assistance 

to restaurants which have been the most negatively impacted by COVID-19 by helping them with the 

unexpected expenses of altering their business to meet the new required guidelines of only outdoor 

dining, by now allowing reimbursement for outdoor dining accommodations, given the current 

restrictions on indoor dining. 

 

Program Parameters 
 

 Must be a tax generating business with sales up to $4 million. 

 Business must generate walk-in traffic. 
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 Reimbursement for capital improvements for physical distancing and sanitation due to COVID-

19 up to $1,000 per applicant. 

 Franchise businesses, home-based businesses, home occupation businesses and businesses with 

more than 3 business units do not qualify. 

 

Examples of Protective Enhancements Include: 

 

Plexiglass Enhancements 

 
Sanitation stations 

 
Walk-up Windows 

 
Separations for Entrance/Exits 
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Face Coverings 

 
Signage for Traffic Flow or Distance 

Dots 

 

 

 

New Additional Restaurant Qualifying Expenses: 
 

Outdoor dining 

furniture 
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Tents/Domes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Heaters 

and electrical 

upgrades to allow 

for the 

addition/installation 

of outdoor heaters 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Votes Required to Pass: A simple majority vote. 
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