Departmental Crystal Lake Police
Correspondence Department

To: Chief Black

From: Commander Behning

CC:  Deputy Chiefs Kotlowski and Neumann

Date:  August 29%, 2022

Re:  Administrative Review of Department Practices — 2021 Bias-Based Policing

I have conducted a review of all available data regarding any bias-based practices of the
Department for 2021. After careful examination, I have found no incidents for 2021.The Racial
or Bias-Based Policing Policy (Policy 402) is consistent with the Illinois law and CALEA
standards. Additionally, the policy strictly prohibits biased policing in any context.

The Department received one citizen complaint that a person was treated unprofessionally, or
in any other way differently as a result of their perceived or actual race in 2021, The complaint
was determined to be unfounded after a thorough investigation, which included a review of the
squad car camera footage. The complainant was contacted and apologized for her behavior and
the false allegations he/she made against the officers. When asked for clarification, the
complainant verbally confirmed all of the allegations he/she made against the officers were
false.

The Department has continued to complete and submit stop cards for the Illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT) Traffic Stop Study. Attached you will find the results page for our
agency for 2021. The Department submitted stop cards for 2660 traffic stops with 74.00%
involving white drivers and 26.54% minority drivers (it should be noted that the stafistics and
listed percentages are provided by IDOT in their study). Statewide, the average for 2021 was
48.00% white compared to 51.90% minority. According to data received by IDOT, the
estimated minority driving population for our service was 19.64%. Of the 2660 drivers stopped
in traffic stops, 693 were of an ethnic minority (Black or African American, Hispanic or Latino,
Asian, American Indian or Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander). In
essence, 26.00% of the drivers stopped by Crystal Lake officers in 2021 were minority drivers.

The Illinois Traffic Stop Study also provided the stop rate for drivers in Crystal Lake. The stop
rate provided the average amount of traffic stops per member of a specified group based on the
benchmark population. For instance, the stop rate for white drivers in Crystal Lake was 0.024,
Conversely, the stop rate for white drivers statewide was 0.1581. The stop rate for minority
drivers in Crystal Lake was as follows: 0.06 for Black or African American drivers, 0.039 for
Hispanic or Latino drivers, 0.01 for Asian drivers, 0.004 for American or Alaska Native drivers,
and 0 for Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander drivers. The stop rate for minority drivers
statewide was as follows: 0.2693 for Black or African American drivers, 0.1559 for Hispanic
or Latino drivers, 0.0993 for Asian drivers, 0.207 for American or Alaska Native drivers, and
0.73 for Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander drivers. The stop rate for minority drivers
in each group was lower in Crystal Lake than throughout the state.



A moving violation was the reason for 86.00% of traffic stops involving white drivers and
77.06% for those involving minority drivers. License or registration violations were the reason
2.70% for white drivers and 6.20% for minority drivers. Minority drivers were less apt to receive
a citation as a result of the stop; 45.74% versus 53.00% of white drivers. White drivers were
less likely to receive a written warning, 36.00%, than a minority driver, 40.69%. Minority
drivers were more likely to be issued a verbal warning, 13.56%, than a white driver, 11.00%.
The percentage of traffic stops conducted overall decreased by 19.03% from 3285 in 2020 to
2660 in 2021.

The Department has also completed and submitted pedestrian stop cards for the Nllinois
Department of Transportation Pedestrian Stop Study. Attached you will find the results page for
our agency for 2021. The Department submitted stop cards for nine total stops, with six being
while subjects (66.67%), two being Black or African American subjects (22.22%), and one
being a Hispanic or Latino subject (11.11%). The stops resulted in four warnings or citations
being issued and two arrests being made. Of the two custodial arrests, one was a white subject
and one was Black or African American subject. The six times a white pedestrian was stopped,
a pat down was completed five times (83%). The two times a Black or African American
pedestrian was stopped, a pat down was completed one time (50%). A pat down was not
completed on the lone Hispanic or Latino pedestrian who was stopped in 2021, Searches beyond
pat downs were only completed on white pedestrians (four times out of the six pedestrian stops).

In 2021, the Department entered into forfeiture proceedings on 11 occasions with 11 people
involved. None of the owners were listed as a minority subjects on the associated paperwork.
Five seizures have been adjudicated. Three seizures were rejected by the McHenry County
State’s Attorney due to not meeting the criteria for an Article 36 asset forfeiture hearing. Three
seizures are still pending,

“Tucas Behnin
Patrol Commander
Crystal Lake Police Department
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