
#2022-249 

UDO Text Amendment – Tourist Homes 

Project Review for Planning and Zoning Commission 
 

Meeting Date: December 21, 2022 

 

Request:  Amend the Unified Development Ordinance Article 2 and Article 

10 to add regulations for Tourist Homes. 

 

Staff Contact: Elizabeth Maxwell, 815-356-3605 
  

 

 

Background: 

 Tourist Homes or short-term rentals frequently referred to Airbnbs are currently unregulated 

by the City. 

 There are nine existing homes listed as Airbnbs in the City.  

 The text amendment was prompted by a complaint the City received from a neighbor of an 

existing Tourist Home. 

 Amending the UDO would allow Tourist Homes as a Limited Use, similar to traditional bed-

and-breakfast uses. 

 The existing bed-and-breakfast LUP criteria were used as a base in the creation of the 

proposed Tourist Home criteria. 

 Limited Uses are approved by staff, provided they meet the established criteria. 

 

Recommendation:  

ARTICLE 2-300 
 

P = Permitted Use        L = Limited Use Permit          S = Special Use Permit 
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Bed-and-

Breakfast Inn 
L L L L L L L L    L    2-400C-36 

Tourist Homes 

L L L L L L L L    L    2-400C-78 

 

 



UDO Text Amendments December 21, 2021 

Tourist Homes 

ARTICLE 2-400 C 

78. Tourist Homes. Tourist Homes shall comply with the following criteria: 

a) General: A Tourist Home must be located more than 500 feet from any other 

existing Tourist Home in the E, RE, R-1 or R-2 zoning districts, unless the City 

Council adopts a subarea plan that permits this spacing to be reduced. 

Measurements shall be made in a straight line, without regard to intervening 

structures or objects, from the property line of the proposed use to the property 

line of the existing use. A short-term rental must be located in a structure that 

is permitted in the zoning district in which it is located. 

b) Accessory structures cannot be utilized as a Tourist Home dwelling unit. 

c) A maximum of six guests are permitted. 

d) Off street parking: The site shall comply with the required number of parking 

spaces identified in Section 4-200, Off-street parking and loading. Parking areas 

less than 10 spaces are not required to meet the landscaping requirements. 

ARTICLE 10-200 E 
 

TOURIST HOMES: The rental of a residential dwelling unit or any portion of a residential 

dwelling unit for a period of less than 30 consecutive days. Tourist homes shall further be 

described as a single-family dwelling, or a residential dwelling unit in a multi-unit structure, 

condominium, cooperative, timeshare, or similar joint property ownership arrangement that 

is rented for a fee for less than 30 consecutive days. "Tourist homes" includes vacation rentals. 

"Tourist homes" does not include: (a) a unit that is used for any non-residential purpose, 

including event center,  banquet facility, wedding venue or another similar uses; or (b) a bed 

and breakfast establishment as defined by  Section 2 of the Illinois Bed and Breakfast Act 

(50 ILCS 820/2). 

 



PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION OF THE CITY 

OF CRYSTAL LAKE, MCHENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS  

 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF City of Crystal Lake  

 

LEGAL NOTICE  

Notice is hereby given in compliance with the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) of the 

City of Crystal Lake, Illinois that a public hearing will be held before the Planning and Zoning 

Commission for the purposes of seeking UDO Text Amendments to make changes to Article 2 

and Article 10 to define and allow Tourist Homes.  

 

A public hearing before the Planning and Zoning Commission on this request will be held at 7:00 

p.m. on Wednesday, December 21, 2022, at the Crystal Lake City Hall, 100 West Woodstock 

Street, at which time and place any person determining to be heard may be present.  

 

Jeff Greenman, Chairperson  

Planning and Zoning Commission  

City of Crystal Lake  
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