
  

 

 

 

 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Agenda Supplement 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Meeting Date:   November 7, 2024 
 

Request: Historic Landmark Designation 
 

Location: Crystal Lake Academy Building 

 210 McHenry Avenue 
 

Petitioners: Diana Kenney and Jim Heisler 
 

Action: 1. Vote to recommend the landmark designation 

2. Continue the item 

3. Vote to not recommend the landmark designation 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Background:  

 The Crystal Lake Academy Building was originally a school, built around 1853, and educated some of 

the earliest settlers to the Crystal Lake area. 

 The property was purchased by the Gates family, who raised their kids in the house.  One son, William 

Day Gates started the American Terra Cotta & Ceramic Company where Crystal Lake is known for 

producing terra cotta tile. 

 The builder, Ander Jackson Simons, built a unique cobblestone foundation.  The building is one of the 

few surviving buildings with the cobblestone elements. 

 In addition the wrought iron fence along McHenry Avenue was constructed in 1883 and should also be 

protected. 

 The petitioners have provided a packet of the full history, which is attached. 

 

Landmark Criteria:  

1. It is located within the corporate boundaries of the City of Crystal Lake; and 

 Meets   Does not meet 

 

2. It is over 50 years old, in whole or in part; and 

 Meets   Does not meet 

 

3. One or more of the following conditions exist: 

A. General consideration. 

1. It has significant character, interest, or value as part of the historic, cultural, aesthetic, or 

architectural characteristics of the City, the State of Illinois, or the United States; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 
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2. It is closely identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture or 

development of the City, the State of Illinois, or the United States; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

3. It involves the notable efforts of or is the only example of work by a master builder, designer, 

architect, architectural firm, or artist whose individual accomplishment has influenced the 

development of the City, the State of Illinois, or the United States; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

4. It has a unique location or single physical characteristic(s) that make it an established or 

familiar visual feature; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

5. Activities associated with it make it a current or former focal point of reference in the City; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

6. It is of a type associated with a use once common but now rare, or is a particularly fine or 

unique example of a utilitarian structure and possesses a high level of integrity or architectural 

significance; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

7. It is an area that has yielded or is likely to yield historically significant information or even 

prehistoric data; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

 

B. Architectural Significance. 

1. It represents certain distinguishing characteristics of architecture inherently valuable for the 

study of a time period, type of property, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

2. It embodies elements of design, detail, material, or craftsmanship of exceptional quality; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

3. It exemplifies a particular architectural style in terms of detail, material, and workmanship, 

and has undergone little or no alteration since its original construction or has been properly 

restored; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

4. It is one of the few remaining examples of a particular architectural style and has undergone 

little or no alterations since its original construction or has been properly restored; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

5. It is or is part of a contiguous grouping that has a sense of cohesiveness expressed through a 

similarity of style, characteristics, time period, type of property, method of construction or use 

of indigenous materials and accents the architectural significance of an area; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 
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6. The detail, material and workmanship of the structure, building, object, or site can be valued 

in and of themselves as reflective of or similar to those of the majority of the visual elements 

in the area; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

 

C. Historical Significance. 

1. It is an exceptional example of an historic or vernacular style or is one of the few such 

remaining properties of its kind in the City; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

2. It is associated with an organization or group, whether formal or informal, from which persons 

have significantly contributed to or participated in the historic or cultural events of the City of 

Crystal Lake, State of Illinois, or the United States; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

3. It is associated with a notable historic event; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

4. It is associated with an antiquated use due to technological or social advances; 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

5. It is a monument to or a cemetery of an historic person or persons. 

 Meets   Does not meet   N/A 

 

 

 Should the Historic Preservation Commission find that the structure meets the criteria for landmark 

designation, they shall make a motion stating such recommendation to the City Council. 
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