
           

 #2010-10 
Sam’s Club – 5670 Northwest Highway 

           Project Review for Planning and Zoning Commission 
     

 

Meeting Dates:  April 7, 2010 
 
Requests: 1. Final PUD Amendment and a Final Plat of Re-subdivision to 

create a 1 acre lot within the parking lot,  
 2. Variation from Article 3 Section 3-300 D Location of 

Building, to allow a building on a lot without frontage on a 
public street, and 

 3. Variation from Article 4 Section 4-200 E. Off-Street Parking 
Standards, to allow a reduction in the 675 required parking 
spaces for Sam’s Club to allow 653 parking spaces. 

 
Location: 5670 Northwest Highway 
 
Acreage: Approximately 19.1 acres 
 
Existing Zoning: B-2 PUD General Commercial 
 
Surrounding Properties: North: B-2 PUD General Commercial 

South: B-2 PUD General Commercial 
 East: B-2 PUD and B-2 General Commercial 
 West: B-2 PUD General Commercial 

  
Staff Contact:   Elizabeth Maxwell  (815.356.3615) 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Background:    
Sam’s Club received their original PUD approval in April of 1991.  Over the years, in order to 
make changes, Sam’s Club has requested several PUD amendments.  Most recently, they 
requested to construct a canopy area for loading of vehicles, alter the accessible parking spaces 
and make changes and additions to the signage.  Sam’s Club now desires to subdivide a portion 
of their parking lot along the south west side of their property adjacent to the access drive  
 
Land Use Analysis:  
Circulation 
On site circulation will remain the same until such time that the lot is sold and developed.  At 
this time, there are easement provisions on the Final Plat which require cross-access between this 
lot and the Sam’s Club lot.  Also there is an easement provision which requires construction of a 
building and parking to ensure safe, functional vehicular circulation and no dead-end drive 
aisles.  There is currently an easement on a portion of this future lot that grants use of the parking 
to the Applebee’s owners.  Upon redevelopment of this lot during their PUD process the 
continuation or renegotiation of this cross-parking and access easement shall occur. 
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Parking 
Using the square footage of the building to calculate the parking requirement, Sam’s Club is 
required to have 675 parking spaces.  They currently have 773 parking spaces.  This new lot will 
be located where 120 spaces currently exist.  Until the lot is sold and developed, the parking and 
circulation will remain the same.  After the development of this lot, Sam’s will only have 653 
parking spaces, 22 less than what is required.   
 
Findings of fact: 
Final Planned Unit Development 
The petitioner is requesting approval of an amendment to a Final Planned Unit Development to 
allow the subdivision of a 1 acre lot from a portion of the parking lot.  A Planned Unit Development 
is a Special Use and Special Uses require separate review because of their potential to impact 
surrounding properties and the orderly development of the City.  Article 4-500 in the Unified 
Development Ordinance lists the standards for a PUD, this request complies with those standards.  
In addition Article 2 Section 2-400 B of the Unified Development Ordinance establishes general 
standards for all Special Uses in Crystal Lake.  Briefly, the criteria are as follows: 
 
Section 2-400 B General Standards for all special uses in the Unified Ordinance establishes 
standards for all special uses in Crystal Lake.  Briefly, the criteria are as follows: 
 

1. The use is necessary or desirable, at the proposed location, to provide a service or facility 
which will further the public convenience and general welfare. 

 Meets   Does not meet 
 

2. The use will not be detrimental to area property values. 
 Meets   Does not meet 

 
3. The use will comply with the zoning districts regulations. 

 Meets   Does not meet 
 

4. The use will not negatively impact traffic circulation. 
 Meets   Does not meet 

 
5. The use will not negatively impact public utilities or municipal service delivery systems.  If 

required, the use will contribute financially to the upgrading of public utilities and municipal 
service delivery systems. 

 Meets   Does not meet 
 

6. The use will not negatively impact the environment or be unsightly. 
 Meets   Does not meet 

 
7. The use, where possible will preserve existing mature vegetation, and provide landscaping 

and architecture, which is aesthetically pleasing, compatible or complementary to 
surrounding properties and acceptable by community standards. 

 Meets   Does not meet 
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8. The use will meet requirements of all regulating governmental agencies. 

 Meets   Does not meet 
 

9. The use will conform to any conditions approved as part of the issued Special Use Permit. 
 Meets   Does not meet 

 
10. The use will conform to the regulations established for specific special uses, where applicable. 

 Meets   Does not meet 
 
 
Planned Unit Development Variations  
The purpose of Planned Unit Developments is to encourage and allow more creative and 
imaginative design of land developments than is possible under district zoning regulations. 
Planned Unit Developments are, therefore, intended to allow substantial flexibility in planning 
and designing a proposal. This flexibility is often in the form of relief from compliance with 
conventional zoning ordinance site and design requirements.  
 

Ideally, this flexibility results in a development that is better planned, contains more amenities, 
and is ultimately more desirable than one that would have been produced through compliance 
with typical zoning ordinance and subdivision controls.  
 

Therefore more lenient site requirements may be granted where the Planned Unit Development 
contains features not normally required of traditional developments. If the evidence is not found 
to justify such conditions, that fact shall be reported to the City Council with a recommendation 
that the variation request be lessened or denied. 
 

The petitioner is asking for two variations in conjunction with the PUD Amendment request.  
The first is to allow a building on a lot where the lot does not front a public street.  The lot will 
receive access though a private access easement.  This is how the existing outlots and Sam’s 
Club receive access now.  The second variation is to allow a reduction in the required parking for 
Sam’s Club.  This proposed lot will take 120 parking spaces.  Until the lot is sold, the parking 
layout and circulation will remain the same as they exist currently.  If the lot is developed, these 
120 spaces will be converted to a building and parking for the new use.  Sam’s Club is required 
to provide 675 parking spaces.  They would have only 653 spaces, a variation of 22 spaces.  
Sam’s Club’s parking lot is rarely full and there is often parking on the west side of the building 
behind the gas station. 
 
 
Recommended Conditions:  
If a motion is made to recommend approval of the petitioner’s request, it shall be with the 
following conditions: 
 
1. Approved plans, reflecting staff and advisory board recommendations, as approved by the 

City Council: 
A. Application (Sam’s Club, received 2/4/10) 
B. Preliminary Plat (B&G Surveying Company, dated 7/20/09, received 3/18/10) 
C. Final Plat of Resubdivision (B&G Surveying Company, dated 7/20/09, received 3/18/10) 
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2. All conditions from the original PUD Ordinance #3394 and subsequent amendments 

Ordinances #5431, #5551, #5670 and #6516 shall remain valid, as applicable. 
 

3. The following variations are approved: 
a. To allow the creation through subdivision of a lot without frontage on a public 

street, and  
b. A reduction from the 675 required parking to allow 653 parking spaces, a 

variation of 22 spaces.   
 

4. The new Lot 2 shall be required to submit for a Preliminary PUD and Final PUD approvals. 
 

5. The petitioner shall address all of the review comments of the Engineering and Building, Fire 
Rescue, Police, Public Works, and Planning and Economic Development Departments. 
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