
#2014-57 
UDO Text Amendment (Vapor Lounge) 
Project Review for Planning and Zoning Commission 

 
Meeting Date: January 7, 2015 
 
Zoning Request: UDO Text Amendment to allow Vapor Lounges as part of an e-

cigarette retail location in the B-2 and B-4 zoning districts. 
 
Staff Contact: Elizabeth Maxwell 815.356.3615 
 
 

• Recently, the City Council discussed the use of electronic cigarettes and similar products in 
public areas. This proposed text amendment is intended to correlate with Council’s discussion 
on this topic. 

Background: 

• Currently, the UDO does not permit smoking lounges.  There is not a category or definition for 
a vapor lounge.  This text amendment would clarify that use.   

• The following outlines the proposed changes to the UDO for this request. 
 

 
Article 2-Land Use 

Section 2-300 Permitted Uses Table 
 
The proposed text amendment would allow a Vapor Lounge, but only when ancillary to an e-
cigarette retail store.  E-Cigarette retail stores fall under “All Other Miscellaneous Store Retailers.” 

 

 
Article 10-Definitions 

ELECTRONIC CIGARETTE / E-CIGARETTE:  Any electronically actuated device which in 
operation causes the user to exhale any smoke, vapor, or other substance other than those produced 
by unenhanced human exhalation.  “Electronic cigarette” or “e-cigarette” includes any such 
device, whether manufactured, distributed, marketed, or sold as an electronic cigarette, an 
electronic cigar, an electronic cigarillo, an electronic pipe, an electronic hookah, or under any other 
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product name or descriptor.  The term “electronic cigarette” does not include any asthma inhaler or 
other device that has been specifically approved by the United States Food and Drug 
Administration.  
 
E-CIGARETTE RETAIL STORE: A retail establishment that derives more than 80% of its 
gross revenue from the sale of electronic cigarettes and related products, and in which the sale of 
other products is merely incidental.  “Electronic Cigarette Retail Store” does not include an e-
cigarette department or section of a larger commercial establishment or any establishment with any 
type of liquor, food, or restaurant license. 
 
VAPE: To inhale and exhale the vapor from an e-cigarette. 
 
VAPOR LOUNGE:  An area with seating and tables where customers of an electronic cigarette 
retail store may vape or sample electronic cigarette products before purchase. 
 
 
Recommended Action:
To approve the UDO Text Amendment for vapor lounges. 
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